
Quick How-To: 
How to Turn on a computer or Tablet 
This guide is for those who may be turning on a device for the 
very first time. 

Step-by-Step Instructions 

Step 1. Find the Power Button 
• Laptop/Desktop: Look along the top right corner of the 

keyboard or front of the tower box. 

 

• Tablet or Phone: Look along the edge (usually the side or 
top).  It often looks like a small circle with a line through 
it (⏻). 

Step 2. Press the Button 
• Press it once, gently. 

You don’t need to hold it down. You may hear a quiet 
sound, or the screen may light up slowly; this means it’s 
waking up. 



Step 3. Wait for It to Start 
• The screen may be black for a few seconds — this is 

normal. 
Soon, you’ll see a logo or welcome screen appear. 
 

Step 4. If It Doesn’t Turn On 
• Check the power: 
• For laptops/desktops: make sure the cord is plugged in. For 

tablets: check if the battery needs charging. Try again after 
plugging it in. 

You Did It! 
You have learned how to properly turn on your computer or tablet. 
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